Time to Change Old Paradigms
Development Vs Green/Sustainable Urban Development

Imrana Tiwana

Lahore, Pakistan

It is my privilege and pleasure to be part of thiseasured only in monetary exchanges is becoming the
conference, | would like to thank the orgamisers feality in the Asian city.
working tirelessly towards making this posalibdd fer
to be here and share our work and experiences. The city becomes a locus of conflict. A resisthisce

new totalitarian power of ‘exclusion’ takeslgutasepr
| truly believe that forums like this go a lomgaveing freedom, and social, cultural and politicahjedbeirmg
out informed decision making for better and humamade by the society itself. | bring today thef story
habitats. This sharing leads to new ways opeoples’ struggle in the city of Lahore in Pakista
understanding, caring and most of all ‘doingis.whictand would like to share with you our delibefdtiens
what its all bout...We have talked too longyatei@lib last one year...this is an ongoing battle fontawr rig
too much...and done too little! And as we talk ‘themane habitats, our right to breathe clearmigit tu
inevitable happens’ by default ...often irreversilyeserve our natural and built heritage, ouo right
damaging the very essence and fabric of opaintit environmental protection of landmarks and fgons wit
recognition, both as a people and as nations. historic cities, our right to decide our destiniesght
to lifel
Exploding uncontrolled cities, decreasing natural a
human resources are turning Asian cities injo greed
consumerist centres, where human relationships are
measured only in monetary exchanges. Densgly built
areas are excessively burdened by motorizedatigffic
life becomes overwhelming, causing social aald cultu
disconnections. We are haunted by a desireefl the
our survival demands solutions.

fig 1: A vieof BRB Canal

As | stand here today in Hanoi, | feel proyshtbdie
Asia. The new emerging order brings the transfor
Asian city into focus like never before. Aesaareiti
changing at a rate beyond recognition, thid fetazié e
growth and dizzying state of metamorphosis aan spit
any direction, from the good to the bad and figm th &
to the unbearable, but most of all from the tauthane
horrible, robotic and senseless, a lobotomeeaf stat =t @
insensitive complacency, a total disregard fowklima = S

being sets in. This frenzy for consumer anctet:orporfétq 2: Summer Fun at the Lahore Canal

branding, greed and avarice exists in citiesewith tPresented in the paper is an account of the atgeing
highest densities. Uncontrollable rapid devetm‘pmentb the citizens of Lahore to save 30,000 trdzsrigom
economies, money chasing, explosive exploration cét and 60 acres of public parkland f’rom beygdiest

natural and human resources and loss of socll, cul
and political stability, where human relati@mehips to make way foramotorway along a_ca_mal. Triums_canal
' through the heart of the city, and is its ‘noottnimp




environmental asset’. This is a project byritteaBib

Provincial Government of the Punjab. The governm&hé presentation is divided into 2 parts, tenfiyst

last year changed the zoning of the area fdemtiaBsi  quick run through the context and issues. Ttigagcon
to ‘commercial’. This project threatens toibtyeverswill be a discourse on the state of urbanisanin Asi
damage the urban fabric and identity of a &amdthou cities...issues, dynamics, needs, on-ground sealities
year old historic city known as the ‘City o6'Gatden  thoughts on what we have learnt in Lahore ame what
‘Lahore Bachao Tehreek’ [Save Lahore Movement] aeeéd to do as future strategies. A strategateuhtegr
the ‘Darakht Bachao’ [Darakht Bachao Campaign] iscéution- oriented approach that is people isethieed
joint action network of like-minded, concerresanit only answer.

institutions. This is the first time in Palastancth a

large group of people have joined hands witda shat AHORE — CONTEXT

belief that it is time to let their voices befdneidwel

environment. The media has been a keen supporter Rakistan has a population of over two hundned milli
partner in this demand for stopping plans thiduild people, growing at a rate of about 6% per aaimon®. L
motorway. is the second largest city and has a populatien of

nine million people; it is the capital of tineepdvi
THENM Punjab, the land of the five rivers. Lahorgjiicad citg,

Friday, Juné 16, 2006 and the historical and cultural centre of the ddent
: IR ; origins of Lahore are shrouded in the misigudf.anti
Canal Road widening to destroy environment There is an old saying about the city ‘LahceAyahor

‘Save Lahore’ activists say tho

usands of
Carnpiadent .

R T e meaas meaning there is none other like it

There is a vibrance, a joie de vivre, a cedairofsen
place and space in the bustling and exotic bazaars
Lahore. The picture of Lahore as the ‘Garadri8iay’
lasted until the beginning of theetury, it has now

| e Lo s R changed and been destroyed by rapid urbanization,
i ks s Ly v nor thoughtless planning, and unlawful and unggi@ntmg

: of encroachments. Over the years thousands of trees
have fallen victim to axes and chain sawsantes ‘th
suruks’ [cool streets] started disappearing lamdathe

of concrete and asphalt began to take over like an
unleashed monster.

The pattern and pace of Lahore’s growth andapieceme
fig 3: News paper clipping ‘SAVE LAHORE' Feessdgon development is contributing towards incompatible la
uses, usurping parks and open areas for development
The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court has ¢aken Syeating infrastructural deficiencies, lackl sfesvicies,
Moto action on this cause. The LBT has alscailed a |ong travel distances, travel time delays, @onyesti
both in the Supreme and High Courts of Pakistapads, increasing traffic and environmentain polluti
demanding that this project be stopped anfhgging and insufficient road and traffic manhagemen
commercialization be reversed. The LBT along with §ystems and inadequate provision of publiattranspo
Institute of Architects Pakistan, The Lahoreaflonser Factors making the city unsustainable are untreated
Society, The Pakistan Council of Architects and Togéwage disposal, unsafe water supply, poor drainage
Planners, WWF, The Pakistan Medical Association gpgtem, unhealthy sanitation and unsatisfaotsagl dis
thousands of ordinary citizens through pubhessyare of municipal, hospital and industrial wastes factor
protest, and media coverage have ‘managedh® stop ¢ontributing to this are weak enforcement, atfsence
project for one year'. The public hearing hietl by ftscientific and technical research on the local urba
government for the EIA [Environmental Impaghvironment, lack of vision, legislation anehenforc
Assessment] exposed the whole process as flawed @dthis is contributing to a deterioratingneswirand
unjustified. The citizens rejected the ElApglécki threatening any form of sustainability.
eyewash. The struggle continues, the goverrement in
newspaper report has asked the Traffic Agemety to fi would briefly like to go through critical afethés
alternatives, in response to the overwhelmstg lpyote  Environmental concerns of the LBT, as prestwed to
the citizens. There is no definitive conclysaoul yee¢ Director General of the Environmental Protection

struggle to have this reversed Department on March, 2007 in Lahore.
This is a story of people’s empowerment andfar quest

‘social and environmental justice ‘continues.



Increased air pollution will be due to the cutting
of trees and increase in volume of traffic.

It will in fact increase to almost double, as

currently mature trees absorb 140 Ibs of

pollutants daily.

T

TRk T 0 % 0 R Gt - In the summer months with sizzling
30,000 TREES T0 BE CUT temperatures the heat island affect would take
b ol b e place. This in turn would lead to temperature
ey s Sl Rlle Pt ki Bt increase of up to 7 degrees in the immediate
DESTROY -- Eco-System, Habitat of Birds, Flora & Fauna PR
DISTURB --— Geology & Ecology of the area VICInIW.
rllir?‘:f’ _ Pm!rl:;: high lavals of Toxing & Noiss . f | | d d b |
B AL s - Lives of people gravely endangered by volume
This Criminal Act must be Condemned and hlgh |ntenS|ty trafflc
WE DEMIAND THAT
» This project be STOPPED IMMEDIATELY
A Ak St LT Biodiversit
¢ Traffic Management & Public Transport be IMPROVED IMMEDIATELY
» Pedestrian Notworks & Time Zoning OPTIONS be CREATED IMMEDIATELY
» A SUSTAINABLE & GREEN VISION' far Lahore 1 1 1 1
be DE\fEL::juPEDIMMEE:—I;':'EL:W.IHCI':'(REN P;;RTICIP.DTI:JN Thls Very unlque eCOlogy In the Centre Of ma Clty
__MAKE A BIFFERENCE- J0INUS treasure that is invaluable and irreplaceable.
In habiing 5 JPUBLIC HEARING to aroemr s this
E_IA I Environmantal Imoact Assessment .
fig 4: Flyover for ‘SAVE THE TREESGMMPA Noise.

NEQS are only for industrial standards. Theoe are n

Project standards for community noise in Pakistan.
1. The Canal, with its water body and divélity of - Noise pollution is a major cause of neurological
and fauna accessible to the public, is a unique and disorders, irritability, headaches, and hearing.

valuable environmental asset of the city.

This park has been severely damaged in recent

years by so-called ‘development’. Remodeling of Canal Bank Road, Lahore

Any intervention related to this park should be

designed to restore and enhance its charact@Dharampura Underpass to Canal View Bridge)

as a public park. Comments on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Any intervention that threatens to degrade i3y
environment is not acceptable. WWEF — Pakistan - [An LBT Partner]
2. The EIA Report as it stands is unacceptdblagts  Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reped prepar
technically sound or adequate. by National Engineering Services Pakistan (NESPAK),

Lahore has been thoroughly reviewed by WWE-Pakistan
Even so, it recognizes that the present status of
the environment is bad, and the project wifPur comments on the EIA report are as follows;

severely and irreversibly damage the
environment. 1. The process of IEE/EIA should ensure that the

appropriate techniques and experts in the

3. This Premise that increase of private miokes veh relevant  biophysical and socioeconomic
with improvement of traffic conditions IS NOTCTORRE disciplines are employed. No such list of
professionals as required by the law is present
4. Interim Measures should include the following: in this multidisciplinary decision making process.
Reduce private motor traffic on the canal a. Ba3|_c parameters for amb|en_t air
through physical, administrative and financial quality were selected for establishing
control measures: the baseline conditions for ambient air
Improve public transport based on existing road quality in the area, an important
network, put into effect traffic managements element of lead is however missing in
systems. the data, which is perhaps the most

important factor to establish the
ambient air quality on such roadside
projects.

Improve alternative routes including secondary
and tertiary road network;



2. The ecological resources of the area were also

very poorly documented in the report, for
example;

a. It is shocking to see that
environmental consultants used the
inventory of trees, which was prepared
by the proponents (TEPA). This
information is likely to be biased.

b. Several birds that exist in other areas
of Pakistan have incorrectly stated to
be found in Lahore.

3. The level of public consultation is extremel‘y o
ig 5: Collage of News Clippings

poor.

a. Public consultation has only been
done for the sake of meeting report
requirements. Absolutely no
importance has been given to the
concerns raised by the respondents

Recommendations

The subject EIA totally ignores activity, |pcatiess
input and scheduling alternatives. Questionth@bout
potential effects associated with cutting oharhbge

of trees have not been answered.

The EIA report failed to address the imposearibissu
dealt with and does not fulfil the basic stamdhrds
requirements of an effective EIA report. Weretheref
request EPD — Punjab to reject the subject &A and
the Consultants to re-submit it addressing redhimpo
environmental issues and also incorporatinmefitsom
from relevant stakeholders.

As far as | am concerned, conclusively, thealgase s
a national crisis. We the people of Lahoreasimgty
allow this ruthless destruction of our urban fabric
the price we will have to pay is too high !

According to the World Health Organizationntoyr cou
shall not meet the Millennium Development Gwals by
year 2015, we shall not be able to reduce himadier by

or to save infants and mothers from dying iththe bi
process. However we shall have the finestifir Park

south Asia, and we shall have ever-wideningnroads o

which to run our ever-expanding retinue oahsxury c

Ladies and Gentlemen, what seems to be misising in t
entire discourse is the paramount importancanof hum

life, of human potential and achievement, of human

happiness. We need to recontextualize this einate w

the larger framework of human rights and detelopmen
There can be no development without addressing the

issues of rights, needs and priorities. Thendodsei
asked today is: Development of what and for whom

What we have learnt....

What we have learnt here is that those in the
arbitrary and ephemeral corridors of power
will do, use and abuse the written laws of the
country if unchecked...and if there no clear law,
will blatantly plunder and destroy all that comes
in their way under the guise of ‘so called

development’ or fancy pet phrases like ‘poverty
reduction’.

What we have learnt is that selfless commitment
with integrity and the attitude to make a
difference ...does work!

Once a bold firm step is taken in the direction of
confrontation and questioning, both through
legal and institutional frameworks and through
the media thousands will fearlessly follow with
passion and belief and a deep rooted sense of
‘we matter’, if we do not look after our cities and
our lives’ who will...there will be change...

What we know is that all the wolves in sheep’s
clothing can be exposed and one can actually
see millions of cats running out of bags to save
their lives...

That once an awareness is created, it spreads
faster than light, illuminating and lighting up the
hearts and souls of everyone along the
way...that it becomes an unstoppable beginning
to a much needed process to start.

That perceptions change, people and attitudes
change, that the tone, delivery, mannerism and
stance of those who think they are answerable
to none change

That this empowerment becomes a tidal wave
that cannot be stopped...



That the factor of fear must be rooted out and
replaced by the factor of human compassion
and understanding, that arrogance be replaced
with humility and strength of character and
purpose, that exclusion must be replaced with
inclusion, that megalomanias must be curbed
and that instead of the stomachs of a few
intellectually rotten and, the stomachs of all
should be full with contentment, harmony.

That sharing, input, consensus, commitment
and follow through are essential to expanding
and supporting networks both nationally and
internationally, this becomes one of the layers of
increasing the probability of success against
tyranny and ad-hocism.

| would like to suggest that we form a coalition of
such organizations to stand united and support
the cause of better and humane environments
for all. That this be anchored and centred

primarily in the Asian region. | truly believe tha
Asia must recognize and value its inherent

potential as the new world leader...as a region
that takes and makes the best policies and

decisions. That the time is now! Unless we

stand united and support each other on an

Asian network grid, there is danger of being led
astray by forces that may prove to bigger than
its parts.. No weak links in this chain, the fire
and fury of a right to dignity is ours for the

taking.

To make alliances and partnerships with as
many institutions and individuals, linking
diversity with the purpose of 'inclusion’ and
social cohesion.

To understand the intrinsic value of bio-diversity
and the environment as unique and
irreplaceable assets

To empower citizens, stakeholders and
organisations and 'let the voice of the people be
heard'

That there be full inclusion of all stakeholders in
the ‘'decision making process' to plan
interventions in the city

To realize that Lahore is a ' special historic city
and to adopt a ‘do no harm' policy to maintain its
identity

To create partnerships both international and
local that will link us to a network of committed
people with a mutually supportive agenda

To forge and reinforce this network

To create an awareness that the 'development
paradigm' needs to be changed and shifted to a
humane understanding of ground realities and to
understand that development has a cultural
context

To seek equity and empowerment of all people
for a 'vision of sustainable development' that is
'‘people centered'

To create a 'pro-active agenda’ for mobilisation
and action at parallel levels, and to 'act' on it

To have a vision that is analytical and
conceptual grounding us with concrete
knowledge

To create a coalition of caring...for our city to
have a memory and identity and for the people
to take charge of their own destinies

With local and international networks supperting th
Lahore Bachao Tehreek and the Darakht Bachao
Campaign. We plan to continue our struggke andtriv
persevere, with our heads held high, a glowyesour
and a dream in our hearts.

fig 6: Meeting of Lahore Bachao Threek (SAVE CAMGRESN)

Our collective vision and goals

This tyranny must stop, this is a start...to social
empowerment... because of our movement, we are
already getting phone calls from all over the @ount
how to do what we have done, what are the grocedure
how they can learn ...this is so encouragingmand | a
proud to say that in the last few months thmee to f
people’s groups have emerged trying to savietheir ¢

To recognize the unique features both built afdd various issues, but all with the prefix ‘Badtieb’

means ‘save’ which came from the Lahore Bachao

natural of local communities and the city

To affirm that protection of cultural heritage &ehreek.

the environmentas an expression of local
culture and humane habitats is critical to our
survival



foot green verge between the service and tlmadnain r
on both sides, this unique environmental assedrhas
Ground realities the years been narrowed and changed but dabpite it
managed to retain its identity and integrityedie g
There is no dearth of precedents, more thareaotlecadbelts have invaluable fruit and other indigeasus tr
infrastructure projects aimed at relievintiesdifiore several over a hundred years old, shrubs, grass and
us in the city of Lahore, none of them have workdudishes, which serve as an oasis in a city where
Lahore’s experience in attempting to reguiatbytraff temperatures go beyond 45 degrees in the surmsmer. T
widening roads is an example for any otherndevelopO acres of public parkland has served as ablénvalu
metropolis. Building larger roads only leads ¢carsmo  place of refuge for millions. With the propases fou
on them. To begin with any solution to traffstimong kilometre stretch becoming commercial and laitfs new
based on widening existing roads is stuck imghe sain place that almost declare a ‘no’ heightiorestrict
post World War Il paradigm. The ‘reasonsicftiattaff clause...the spectre of 5 star hotels, and wdntiitdd
to be understood. Blindly adhering to a capgeity/u mixed-use construction looms large...eventuitly resul
ratio can only lead in one direction more roads. i\ a fast moving motorway with a wall of high densi
fundamental link is understood through sucanttaffic skyscrapers stacked side by side, twenty eightrkilo
density surveys revealing a fundamental link betwdeng in the heart of the city!
traffic and land use. Widening the road woualdenot h
reduced the need for people to travel on theTbanal. The tragedy is that this city is being soldyedestro
Lahore Traffic Engineering and Planning Agéesy, quannihilated, just because a few people withouaiear
the increased number of cars as the sole reason #oquick fix. How can we, the people of Lahahésallow
widening the road, at no stage do their docemeahts r Lahore is already choking with smog, noisendvalier a
an understanding of the dynamics linking trdffidan  other imaginable sources of pollution
use. The tragedy is that over 800 million rupees of
taxpayer’'s money, mis-allocated from the Pupgab Budlhe fact is that no matter how many profesgérls s
is to be spent on this project. The fact igti3ft main time and effort to create viable solutionsivaierna
sewers discharge raw sewage and domestic wastewatarcessful ways of management and proposatey no mat
directly into the canal. The water that is aovngpec how many groups meet with the Chief Minister, Minis
dangerously polluted needs to be cleaned ups that for Environment, Chief Secretary, Mayor of dhd city
money should be spent on providing sewer&ggetéacilit Chairman of the Environmental Protection Department
those who are forced to pipe it into the catiat. dthe the agenda they carry seems to be differentr Rubbe
deserving projects never ends stamped meetings, devious bureaucratic moves and
statements, uncanny justifications to skirtiehanids
Other methods employed by far-sighted traffis planndivert the public, are the order of the day.toWays
are to re-design and expand cities in a mardegshat suppress, demobilize and demoralize the palge at |
away with the need for automobiles as muchbbes possiwill not cut ice any more, the people have now seen
By planning and taking facilities to the pefifegity through their machinations. That is why ittisasdocr
and bringing utilities and institutions neasidential understand the relevance of this movement; lame
areas traffic use can be reduced. Further ra@ductionexcuses, diversions and double talk will natrdertbé
traffic loads can be achieved by providing egffdiiv =~ the day anymore.
transport between neighbourhoods and between one’s
residence and place of work. Employing sughegchni We will speak; we have no fear, for it is owsnahoral
other cities more populated and automated than Laharofessional responsibility, collectively aseemembnc
have better flowing traffic people to change our destinies. The Pakistah Medica
Association, The Institute of Architects Palistan,
The tragedy and the facts of the Lahore Canal roaghore Conservation Society, The Pakistan €ouncil o
widening are not that simple, | wish we cowddidiave Architects and Town Planners and WWF are among a
lets show the city that this can be done gfféetsrel long list of partners in the Lahore Bachao diethitbek
lead them away from mis-guided developmentiplans, arakht Bachao Campaign.
the fact of the matter is that the whole progctois
facilitate anyone except those who have very de€pis strength of diversity in unity and manifestatf
pockets, the fact of the matter is that last 30@8,i social power is a first in many ways. Never in
very stealthily both sides of the Canal roadoleeezgid  Pakistan, have so many people and institutionsl stoo
‘commercial’. That is the motivating forcdp dmals together so selflessly to voice their concern thesr
made and palms to be greased, for we are talkéng of city.
of the most prime real estate areas in thé alityref
Traditionally a neighbourhood, with plottingr of fou
thousand square yards, having a one hundredtgnd twe



last. The difference is that China can beatishe od
China’s wave of modernization presents itswitizens
choices to make for their future. China ceniteealiz
dreams, if it incorporates the new paradigairaftdast
people centred, environmentally friendly cities.

UNESCO defines the word cultdhe aghole complex

of distinctive spiritual, material, intelledteshational
features that characterize a society or sogalltgrou
includes not only the arts and letters, butddsoomo

life, the fundamental rights of human beings, value
systems, traditions, and beliefsecomes apparent from

the above that every aspect of culture includes the
tangible and intangible, that without care @&nhdtgeibs

may be difficult create order out of an insedsiog

chaos. Where do we stand today? How do weerelate t
above to the specificity of each society and to the

Such processes of urban shifts inevitably caus¥/€eping currents of globalization?

contradictions chaos and violence. They layebare th . .
fundamental paradox behind the conviction, memoteoprba” reconstruction development plans must work in

official ideology of development in Asia’s do callgongruence with the local governments andesythoriti
modernization. The impulsive and so-called! fanatg@ve effective legislation in place to monitor and
pursuit of economic and monetary power becomes H@lement ~change. Environmental protection and
ultimate goal for everything. This is a pemmatiofout ~ COnservation are essential to ensuring ‘quifity of
exciting transition where cities are constagtlyebei Urban morphology emphasizes the relationshers betwe
invented, renovated and reconstructed. Atrthiehegi COMPONents of the city, looking at the intiernaftom

of the 20 century, only about 5 percent of the worllf ‘anticipate’ and find resolution to prograspadic
population lived in urban areas, today, this Ag%e and typological dysfgnphon ba_lsed on issues of
and is projected to grow to 60% in the nexs2Byear ol_asolesc_ence. Int_erd|s<:|pllna_ry d_e5|gn teams_/\rmédt
2030 nearly all the world’s population grotaghimwil with public and private organizations and theityommu

urban areas, over the next 30 years the wotaf®popu o )

will increase from 2.9 billion to 4.9 billiolargeise ~ |f We are to make urbanization environmentally and
population growth will occur in Asia 5. Asdbbyjee socially sustalnable,_mastl re-think the city ‘now’ .
United Nations, this is the decade and 200% the yeaWhat we do today will define our tomorrowsy dhe ci

which for the first time the number of urbars dilelle {Omorrow must be ecologically intelligent, environm
equal the number of rural dwellers. friendly and manageable, nurturing a sensegaigelon
and a sense of pride in its inhabitants

fig 7: Media Projects Ongoing Campaign

Critical analysis — the way forward

In the developed world, urban environmentdiead\dras
reducing our resource base, accounting for 8% carb .
emissions, 70% of water tapped for use, thig levelENVironmental challenge
consumption represents a truly massive scale of
environmental alteration, that if replicatec iwillAsi Rapidly changing economies often overlook the
simply not be ‘environmentally sustainablen Astaes i environmental damage they are causing. Lack of
countries are growing five times faster, ot tB@ n  commitment to sustainable design prolongs the damag
years the fastest growth rate will occur irdAsidgcan ~ and can lead to irreparable harm. The cost of
Asia’s urban population will then increaseggeengta  environmental responsibility struggles in tioé otfist
one billion, most of the mega-cities will bejirsAsne priorities.
in America and one in Europe.

The problems of atmospheric pollution will get
Just as staggering as it seems, a good exahipkéds C exacerbated in cities, making them virtually oflevoid
flash-urbanization where the objective is ttousuild Oxygen generating vegetation. The surface débatprin
hundred new cities by the year 2020, at a Gapewf 2 typical city will consist predominantly of shuilding
cities per year. Market driven forces have ttreated concrete and asphalt, making human life coamdluted
disorganized arrangement of large blocks ergtsted amdysfunctional. Cities being large consumersroéseso
traditional neighbourhoods, juxtaposing cormmegial ~ Will harbour poverty, and become the most magor sou
of residential, small intricate alleyways wrappetl a of pollution, and the mega-cities of Asiatillrstarg
bulky anonymous boxes seem to present a trashsient at the seams with no renewable resources at their
momentary magic. The moment however is ot likelgisposal, a sure case for self-destruction



Lahore are already 35 per cent higher thanréue desi
WHO standards. One tree absorbs one hundred and
twenty pounds of emissions, how can any chinkven t

of cutting over 30,000 in Lahore.

Warm weather and rising oceans are sending seawater
surging up the rivers of Bangladesh. A thiise-tmot r
the end of the century would submerge % ofttlie coun
rendering thirty million people homeless aratetbvast
Tomorrow’'s poverty will be far worse than tbday. T
fig 8: School Children during the Protest agtifsttBe Trees along ~ 0ZON€ layer has now been depleted by 40 miizn ton
the Canal Manmade chemicals, especially chlorofluorocarbons
[CFCs] my take 80 years to biodegrade, ifla¢ &in
hottest years occurred in the last fourteek\Wtharsa
Awareness — new paradigms decade there will be no snows on Mount Kilifhdrgaro,
polar caps keep melting, sea levels will resetyofest,
There is a need to substitute our perceptiomafithe affecting 40 million people in Shanghai anrGenmill
intelligent with one not only of mainstrearfalcutta, millions of people will be displduedile t
technically/electronically savvy cities buvesemsiti ~ delta. We need to learn from the vision ofahefMay
humanized environments, which is what thetimigige Bogota, Enrique Penalise, who presided over the
of the future needs to be. An intelligent citptnoméy ~ transition of a city the world had given upota.hadg
efficiently use its resources, but must alsdvameea  lost itself in slums, chaos, violence andPeatiicse
traffic control systems and flexible schecadingtiels ~ turned it around with his dynamic people-centred
to reduce congestion. We must begin to inctirgorate Initiatives.
word ‘organic’ more seriously rather than adieny tofa
disconnected structures and spaces. One oftthe mos
important challenges to a manageable city akp self-h
where forging of public-private partnershipssbecome
critical.
Urban conservation is an issue that needs the utmos
attention and care. It cannot be simply reduced to
individual buildings or monuments or landmarks and
icons, nor can it be interpreted simply asyaofotadi
built parts. Balancing the biological, socisdchnmkem
elements of modern cities will be the key to
environmentally sustainable; emotionally satisfying
centres in the future.
fig 9: News Paper Clipping
Transport — Air Quality — Pollution The formulation for a ‘common strategic plditying po
.. required as a first step, based on the neealidatens
The road transport sector causes more urbae alrbO{H . ) )
pollution than any other single human acte&itgpidh e city, promoting sustainable patterns OW'OP
and to the second phase focus on the prepasation of

growth of infrastructure In cities a_Iong erbn_/\mm_eng operational plan for peripheral and extendirg dreas
road transport systems is becoming a major inoncern

Lahore and other citidsr quality impacts include directc'ty' A "Preservation and RehabilitationRisiiche

health problems to humans, animals, vegetation amgde with stakeholder and citizens input. gPlannin

A, . gbjectives must consider a rational distribotigedof
?gss&lggc;\fvwérﬁl:;g% E(Oy ;2?1 21?1'1; g[:?e&;tgalﬂswﬁmk'etaland uses, density of development and a new traffic
global warming. Ozone layer depletion ad’ﬁdzmaam in e management system in harmony with the scale and

damage due to high levels of oxides in the air h %réaracter of the city. ‘Environmental Objestivee m

) . egislated for the preservation and enhancethent of
resulted in the depletion of scarce naturalesesourc_ < . o
e environmental wealth of the city and the protatgion
needed for long-term sustainability of the ptdsyste

Today pollution control and prevention arerabledesi natural resources.
luxuries, but necessary parts of sustainabdityvaad

of the ecosystem. Ambient air quality goals beed to

defined, which means controlling pollutant ifn@sion

fixed and mobile sources. The air pollutioninlevels



activities. The heterogeneity of the city raghaseatof
peril and potential, a place that tests the hpawty c

Green Grids to coexist in harmony with those unlike usur&dhens
quality of urban development both in termsncértesig
It is imperative that tBanal Restoration Projett function, definition of clear rules, ensuripgré@ins

started forthwith. That the city of gardendgatizetv  procedures and finding effective inter-dis@plmasey

through a programme Gfeén Corridor Linkages’ public partnerships is essential. A new s ahdul

making an accessible green pedestrian netwidhe Tha regulations must be put into place. Increasing publ

Canal be enhanced and time zoned for peojilig's activspaces in densely built-up cities that are elycessiv

and be made safe through traffic regulations ageétting burdened by motorized traffic is impehative

management at all times, most importantly ibehouldcontinued need for regulatory and legislativeesneasu

accessible as an important asset of the tity torjay, exists with respect to the basic definition oityhow

without the ‘excluding’ intervention of puttang in spaces must be used

motorway. The Canal should become a linearegreen op

space facility creating a unique focus on dastmidab One of my favourite quotes is from the book Alice i

people related activiti€seén Belt Master plamiust Wonderland, where Alice comes to a fork in émel road

be developed to create a network of green zones asks the Cheshire cat which way she should go, the

open spaces throughout the city, foreseeing tl@heshire cat asks her ‘where’ she wants to ...l rea

conservation of whole tracts of land and space den't know Alice replies...well in that case taike can

‘Ecologically Valuable Zonde2pt free of buildings. any one you want it really doesn’t matter,| theth wil

Special zoning ordinances, public land purchasdake you ‘nowhere’!

designation of protected zones under ‘Nature

Conservation legislation should be put into place toroday more than ever before we ‘must know where we

ensure the continued existence of these zorss. Thare going’. Sustainability is a process thatoleads

green spaces will serve as links and conne&iogs, ma change of attitudes towards prioritizing wigyshat li

the city porous and accessible. A sense of pwnerskare in balance with the current renewable refdbeces

belonging and association will come back tgline peoecosystem and the biosphere. We must understand th

an identity and pride in their cities and spaces. nature of this balance and its relationshiptfitt tued
natural environments, helping to created informed

Looking after our environment is not just @isbumati  decision making at all levels of existence.

any more; it is as much about poverty, caafist, di

migration and degradation of habitats and fuality o

human life. Everyone stands to lose from Gioinaj; war

this is not an issue any country can solve wn. its 0

There is a global imperative for us to coopé@itae...

truth is that this real and it is happeningbdheeys is

that we have the technology, the capital and the

knowledge to meet this challenge. There is @imply n

choice to make; the time to act is now.

Urban design deals with the form of possible built
environments. The degree of ‘life’ in a citytasthie
complexity of visual, geometrical and pathi@®minect
Nodes and Landmarks become the determining icons in
any city, ones memories and associations are made
through recognition of and interacting with tyuch ci
markers.  Vehicular traffic becomes a destroyer of
pedestrian space by forcing the widening oft ieads.
necessary to absorb the fact that a living noty is
composed of buildings just sitting next to eachubth

that the life of city arises from its ensenmiie ahd
connectors...paramount at all times is an unagrstandi fig 10: Social Empowerment
the human scale, how we relate to a sequencesof spa

in our everyday lives.

The question is does our environment coméorater ali
us? A feeling of alienation causes disturbance and
unsettlement in our psyche and thereby our daily



Bibliography

Bugliarello, G. Rethinking Urbanization,  National
Academy of Engineering Publications, Volume 31,
Number 1-Spriing 2001

De Nevers, N>H>, Nelgan, R.E. and Slater, H:-H. 197
Air quality Management, Pollution Control $Strategie
Modeling, Evaluation,A

Breheny, M. (Ed.). (1992ystainable development and
urban fornbondon: Pion.

Girardet, H. (1996he Gaia atla$citiesLondon: Gaia
Books Ltd.

Grierson, D. (2008kology, sustainability and the city:
Towards an ecological approach to environmental
sustainability: Witltase study on Arcosanti in Arizona.
Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland.



