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ABSTRACT: Today, the process of urbanization develops more and more around the large cities in general and of Hanoi in 
particular. Constructions are emerged in the city. The ground is increasingly rare, the space of city in intramurals becomes 
suffocating while the besoine people develops. The society is always directed towards an environment of quality, comfort, 
modernity and durability. From the needs pressing for the society, a series of the new districts were born in order to meet the 
need for space in the city: the space of habitat, the space of rest and the space of common exchange. They are spaces 
necessary in the architecture of durable habitat. Currently, in Hanoi, in the old districts of type of collective habitat like Kim 
Lien, Trung Tu, Thanh Xuan... these spaces are reserved but they are still very little and are occupied by the inhabitants for 
other goals. 
 
Questions are put for new districts which are going to be built, they are: 
 

·  It is necessary to have legal regulations concrete for the new districts in order to avoid the occupation of spaces of 
common exchange for individual goals. 

·  It is necessary to have a system of security for the new districts in order to control derogations. 
·  It is necessary to have a design external for spaces of common exchange in order to make them more suitable and 

more effective in the new districts around Hanoi.  
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
A/ 
In the recent years, the process of the urbanization 
becomes very fast in general around the large cities and 
around Hanoi in particular. The contructions are emerged 
massively to meet the needs for the modern society with 
a strong density. The urban life becomes suffocating, the 
park is reduced, environement is polluted, and 
architecture changes spontaneous. 
 
The economy is strongly grown, the standard of living of 
people is improved more and more what implies a need 
to have a life of quality. The districts of habitat in the 
center become unsuitable. From the needs pressing for 
the society, a whole series of project of the new districts, 
districts of high quality are established. In these new 
districts, there is the space of rest for the old people, the 
space of sport for the young people and space of 
entertainment for the children, ect. In fact, spaces of 
common exchange create humanity and durability for the 
new districts. 
 
B/ Contents 
 
 I Present condition of the space of common exchange in 
the districts of habitat of Hanoi 
 

 I.1. Present condition of the space of common 
exchange in the old districts of habitat of Hanoi. (the 
investigation into the districts Thanh Xuan Bac and 
Kim Lien). 
 
The module of collective habitat was created during the 
time of the System of budget subsidies according to 
the Soviet module. The buildings of habitat are built 
100% in type of building of 5 stages and are in parallel 
arranged with main street, directed in the South or South-
east. Between the buildings, there are parks at the same 
time spaces of common exchange. 
 
I.1.a. Spaces of common exchange are disappearing 
 
Spaces of common exchange are the majority forgotten 
or are used with the other goals. 
 + The space of common exchange is used like a court of 
collective drying (Fig 1). 
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 (the image of the district Thanh Xuan Bac)  
+ The space of common exchange is occupied for the 
trade (Fig 2)  
 

 
 
 
+ The space of common exchange is occupied to 
increase of space of habitat of people who live at the 
groundfloor. (Fig 3)  
 

 
+ The space of common exchange is occupied to make 
small shops.  
+ The infrastructure is degraded (Fig 4)  

 
 
 
From these images, we can see the face of the districts 
of habitat is deformed and degraded more and more. 
 
I.1.b. The environment is polluted 
 
The degradation of the infrastructure implies the pollution 
of the environment. The drains are overloaded, therefore 
each time it rains, there are innondations in spaces of 
common exchange and then there remain only waste 
and dirtinesses (Fig 5).  
 

 
 
By consequence, people move away there. 
 
 I.1.c. Reasons of this state 
 
+ The negative impact of the urbanization  
 
At the same time with the process of urbanization, the 
price of ground in the center increases, an inch of 
territory is gold. The inhabitants at the groundfloor next to 
spaces of common exchange occupy litttle by little the 
collective ground.  
 
+ The conscience of the inhabitants 
 
Not taking conscience of the importance of spaces of 
common exchange, people occupy these spaces and 
make them disappear. 
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 + The loosely management of the authorities  
 
Because of the lack of the experiments in the 
management of construction, the authorities do not have 
measure active to protect spaces of common exchange 
in the districts of habitat. 
 I.2. Present condition of the space of common 
exchange in the new districts of habitat of Hanoi.  
 
I.2.a. The space of common exchange is not 
developed yet or is not paid attention.  
 
+ Generally, in the new districts, on created spaces of 
common exchange but they are not exploited 
thoroughly yet. The index of occupation of the ground is 
less than the standard in force (Fig 6).  

 
 
+ Spaces of current common exchange are not delimited 
clearly and thus they cannot meet the needs for people 
(Fig 7).  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
+ The space of rest is not cordinate to the park, its form 
is not even beautiful, even do not have a seat where 
people can rest or discuss. (Fig 8)  

 
 
 

 
 
 
+ In certain new districts, because of the high density, 
these spaces are "forgetten", like the district Trung Hoa-
Nhan Chinh. (Fig 9) 
 

 
 
 
 I.2.b. The landscape is not paid attention  
 
+ There is no design of small spaces  
+ The landscape is drawn at the preliminary level and 
does not have esthetics.  
 
I.2.c. Reasons of this state  
 
+ The investors put the commercial goal at the first: in the 
construction of the new districts, they are intersted only in 
profitability in short time. Spaces of common exchange 
thus do not bring immediate interest so they are not paid 
attention.  
+ The strong denstity brings also more interest for the 
investors and they don’t take care of life of the 
inhabitants later. 
 
III Foundations of arguments in the organization of 
spaces of common exchange in the new districts. 
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 III.1. Density:  
 
Currently, the density in the new districts is strong, 
especially in the buildings of several floors. The 
environment is polluted because of the surchage, so 
spaces of common exchange are the places of rest for 
the inhabitants. To ensure an environment clean, the 
density must be direct ratio to spaces of common 
exchange.  
 
III.2. The economic-social condition 
 
Before, in the period of system of budget subsidies, the 
economy is still difficult, the income is low. Therefore, the 
majority of the families must have a secondary work to 
gain the life like: basket making, tailor or breeding... At 
this time, people do not have time to think of spaces of 
common exchange, they are satisfactory with their 
condition and the environment of life. 
 
Today, the economy is well developed, people should not 
make secondary work to gain the life, they have more 
rest period and they start to think of spaces of common 
exchange and they find that these spaces are essential 
in the districts of habitat. 
 
III.3. The customs and habits  
 
Since thousands years, Vietnamese have the tradition of 
communication communal, the community is important in 
the habitat, people always need common exchange in 
order to develop a good relation with their neighbors. 
These close relations become the way of life of 
Vietnamese.  
 
Today, this way of life seems to be forgotten in the centre 
town because of the development of the invidualism what 
creates a cold society without traditional close relation. 
Because of that, it is necessary to have spaces of 
common exchange in the new districts to reponse to the 
need natural of Vietnamese thus to preserve a good 
tradition of our fathers.  
 
In short, the space of common exchange is very 
necessary for all the ages and also corespond for the 
custom and habit. 
 
III.4. The role of the space of exchange common  
 
a. To push the development of the society. 
 The Habitat and the space of habitat do not meet only 
the need for rest and entertainment but also, they must 
support the exchanges. Spaces of common exchange 
are the places of rest for the old people, place of sport for 
the young people and place of entertainment for the 
children. Each age has different need for exchange. The 
old ones speak about the family, of their enfants... the 
young people exchange information, jobs... the children 

exchange to develop the spirit. The moms exchange to 
have experiences to occupy of children, ect. All 
exchanged information is necessary for the knowledge 
and the development of the society. It is really necessary 
a space in the new districts which brings humanity and 
durability to the urban architecture.  
 
b. To bring a new cultural character for the new districts  
 
The space of common exchange brings people in the 
district closer. People help themselves in the life, in all 
the fields, they can also share the difficulties like the 
tradition Vietnamese.  
 
c. To improve the natural, bioclimatic condition of the 
habitat (Fig 10) 
 
 

 
 
 
By drawing spaces of common exchange in a district, the 
architect often joint it with the parks, for example: 
gardens, plants of approval... create at the same time 
beautiful and correct whole on the level of operation. 
These parks and water spaces in the space of common 
exchange do not bring only local esthetics but also it is 
the environment improves the bioclimatic for the habitat 
and which reduces the temperature and dust in the 
choking days of summer. 
 
IV The solutions of organization of spaces of 
exchange common in the new districts 
 
 IV.1. Project general 
 
Ensure the total surface of space of common exchange 
is more than 50% the surface of the ground. For each 
quatier, there are various solutions of installation of 
spaces of common exchange. For example: For the large 
districts, it is necessary to lay out spaces of common 
exchange in a way dispersed in order to reduce the ray 
to move of people. On the other hand, for the small 
districts, it is necessary to organize spaces of common 
exchange in a concentrated way. In the case of the new 
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districts are in the city, spaces of common exchange can 
be smaller. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The manner of arranging these spaces of common 
exchange depends on the scale of the district, in addition 
to, it depends with the form on the ground on the district.  
+ If the shape of the new district extends in series, 
spaces of common exchange will be laid out in series. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV.2. Use the visual art for the park in spaces of 
exchange common 
 

 a. Space to play for children in order to develop the 
spirit thus the physical force: 
 
 - It must have the green fence around the court to avoid 
dust and isolate transport around at the same time. It is 
necessary various forms for spaces so the children can 
play. 
 - In this space, there is perhaps a basin of water to play, 
grass-land... with interesting forms for the children. 
Space to play could be divided by age. It is necessary to 
have climbing plants to avoid the sun and some seats for 
the parents while waiting.  
 
b.The space of sport for the young people:  
- It is necessary to have the delimitation by the green 
fence, the tennis courts must be covered by the nets.  
- It is necessary to have also the seats and the plants so 
people can rest.  
 
c.The space of gymnastics for the old people: 
 
 - The courses must have the plants of approval  
- These spaces are laid out normally with the quiet 
places  
- It is necessary to take place of rest which must be 
covered. 
 
V Conclusion - Proposal  
 

1. Conclusion 
The space of common exchange is really necessary 
for all the ages. It meets the daily need for people, it 
should be developed in the new districts. It is the 
space which brings humanity and durability for the 
urban architecture today. 
 
 2. Proposals 
 - It is necessary to have legal concrete regulations 
for the new districts in order to avoid invasion as in 
the old districts 
 - Currently, in the old districts and some new 
districts, it still misses the esthetics of the space of 
common exchange, it is necessary to improve it and 
draw it more detailed to record the value of use and 
the quality of life of the residents. 

 

 

 


