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The dramatic increase of human concentration in large 
cities as well as the present dramatic relationship between 
city and territory require the urgent incorporation of new 
disciplines and instruments that are better adapted to the 
present reality. 
 
In order for the survival of the new macro cities, in addition 
to the common urban planning parameters, newer 
parameters in relation to our contemporary society are 
needed; such as the control of the consumption of the 
energy and water, waste production, etc. These new 
parameters belong, for the first time, to the field of the 
science of nature. .At the same time the new formal 
expression will be inspired more in environmental art or 
artscape rather than in historical architectonical patterns. 
 

 
 
The new complexity of the relationship city- territory 
imposes the necessity of protecting the territory against 
the acceleration and often uncontrolled urban 
development and its insatiable demands.  
 
The protection of the territory demonstrates two faces of 
the same reality. One is related to the biological values 
(the necessity to protect unique biotops, exceptional 
ecosystems, special wild life, etc.) and the other is related 
to the cultural values of the site expressed through the 
morphological identity or landscape, memory and heritage 
of the whole society 
 
In order to avoid the mistakes made in European 
countries, the preservation of cultural landscapes must be 

considered to have the same level of importance as the 
protection of the biological values of the territory. 
 
Most European countries have environment legislation but 
only a sensitive minority has instruments for protecting the 
cultural landscape, like: Landscape Protection Catalogue, 
Landscaping Regulations, Landscape Observatory, etc. 
Later it was discovered that the loss of cultural landscape 
meant not only the loss of important economic resources 
in tourist countries, but also the loss of their identity.  
 
The presence of the environmental requests in territorial 
and urban planning and design must be interpreted as an 
instrument rather than an obligation. This should be 
viewed as a new framework, with an unforeseen 
possibility for developing a new architecture, territorial 
planning and design of a new landscape representative of 
our society. 
 

 
 
 
In every era the configuration of the territory and the city 
has its requirements, rules and instruments  which have 
been  drawn ,written , drawn or established by tradition. 
The principal characteristic of our current territorial and 
urban development is the necessity of the creation of new 
cities as well as new types of sites for masses of people in 
constant movement and evolution. However at the same 
time, for our survival, the principal instruments that have to 
be incorporated are biological 
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The introduction of natural systems. in the architecture 
and the design of a city profoundly involve another 
conception of the landscape  
 
 

1.  Contemporary landscape is more than a simple 
nature as it also involves the work of man and 
his esthetic values. 

  
2. The landscape of the site or the territory must be 

considered in the planning or design just as 
territorial and environmental resources are 
considered. 

 
Supporting this interpretation of landscape, we see that 
currently, the landscape is becoming more and more 
considered the meeting point of the different artistic 
experiences that operate within it. Probably now it is 
difficult to establish a direct relationship between this 
vision of artscape and real projects, but it is presently a 
fermenting agent for new ideas and projects in the near 
future. 
 
Finally, in a global environmental vision, we must consider 
the abandonment of non-urban areas which is a collateral 
consequence of concentration of people in the megacities 
of the world This results in depopulation of the territory, 
the loss of agriculture and cultural and ancestral 
landscapes man-made through the centuries. 
 
In the global world these two problems must be 
considered together. The question is, it is possible to 
establish some type of the compensatory relationship 
between these two problems? 
 
Probably yes, if we are able to introduce the process of 
nature in the city and to preserve the cultural incidences of 
the human actions in the country. Both can be interpreted 
as a way to create new landscapes urban and territorial.  
 
The presence of the environmental requests in the 
planning and design, territorial and urban, must  be 
interpreted as an instrument more than an obligation. A 
new frame with an unforeseen possibility for developing a 
new architecture, territorial planning and design of a new 
landscape representative of our society. 
  
Introducising nature processes in the city means to apply 
the nature strategies to solve urban problem: using of the 
autochthonous plants, well adapted,  nature treatment of 
the water, green and biological corridors, green 
colonization of the city with green roofs, follow the nature 
shape for solve similar problems, the use of  solar and 
wind energy, etc. The introduction the nature in the city or 
control of the are  excellent opportunities for experimental 
architecture, like the project 
  

London Olympic complex, EDAW foreign Office 
Architects and Allies and Morrison Architects.  
 

 
 
The Olympics project for 2012 are at de present the most 
important urban project in London. In the master the 
Olympic areas are  mixture of natural an architectonical 
elements. The natural process are present in different 
aspects water treatment, solar energy use and at the 
same time the expression of architecture is organic. The 
Olympic Park works as catalyst for development of the 
east of London, even after the games are over. 
 
The Olympic park will be the hearth of the  event during 
the Olympic Games. Contest will be displayed there on big 
screen. After de Games most of the park along the River 
Lea will be retained for sports recreation.    
 
The High Line by Field Operations and 
Scofidio+Renfro.New York 2005. 
 

 
 
The Hig Line is a 1,2 mille long abandoned elevated 
freight rail line along the west side of Lower Manhattan. In 
March of 2004,The City of New York and Friends of the 
High Line release a Request for Qualificaction for the 
design of the High Line Master Plan. In July 2004  Agri- 
culture, by Field Operations and Scofidio+Renfro was 
selected 
. 
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 Agri-culure combine organic and building materials into a 
blend of changing proportions that accommodates  the 
wild,the cultivated,the intimate and the hyper-social. 
 
Kupperbusch, by Brandefelds, Gelsenkirchen, 
Germany 1992  
 

 
 
 Kupperbusch in the other hand is an example of the city 
with high quality design inspired in saving water. The 
structure for  pick water up, from the terraces established 
the urban landscape and delimited the green central 
space of the reservoir   
 
The projects by Duncal Lewis. Gites Ruraux,Jupilles 
in France,Valencia in Spain, HiperCtalunya. 
 

 
 

The buildings in Jupilles and Valencia are  others 
examples of applying  the nature  and its process in the 
construction of the city. Lewis designs a light architecture 
supporting the vegetation. The vegetation control the 
environment and it’s a real architecture changing during 
the year 
 
HiperCatalunya for to salve the agricultural fields  propos 
the big concentrations in a isolated building 
 

 
 
On the other hand  an ordered urban sprawl can help the 
biological and cultural sustainability of the territory in 
different ways. 
 
 
 We can differentiate, now, two types of this sprawling 
according the character of their agents and destinations 
on the territory. 
  

1. Residential and leisure sprawls, which look for 
attractive places in the territory with good 
connections by motorway o public transport. 

 
2. The industrial or technological area derived from 

industrial and technological demands. Their final 
situation will be related to industrial resources. 

 
The first sprawl, mainly for tourist settlement, can 
contribute to a new life for agricultural and abandoned 
areas, promoting  the original landscape of the site: rice 
terraces, dunes or palms and giving the new uses for 
vernacular architecture. One example of these possibilities 
of the traditional landscape for supporting a new use, in 
this case the rice terrace, is the project for the  
 
Olympic Park in Beijing in 2008 by  Rainer Schmidt. 
 
Sasaki associates and Tianjin Hauhui Architecture and 
Design Company won the competition with a design that 
conceals the 
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historical north south axis rather than high-linghting 
.Shapes like a giant sea-horse, the Olympic  waters 
enclosed the building .An open corridor pick up   the urban 
axis and continues  as a boulevard leading from southern 
gate to the recreational area in the north. The stadium 
built by Herzon and Meudon .is an engineering gem and 
one of the highlights of the complex, it is called  the steel 
nest. 
 
Rainer Shmidt’s master plan for the Olympic Games in 
Beijing did not win first prize but enjoyed enormous 
popularity in China. As results the planners were invited to 
submit designs for the Olympic Park. This time they 
succeeded and won the first prize. China is still  an 
agrarian country .By choosing a terrace structure, Rainer 
Schmidt honours the Chinese farmers who have worked 
the land by hand for thousands of years. The project is an 
example the new uses for the historical lanscaped   
 
The industrial sprawl also can maintain the quality of the 
environment if we are able to realize that  that the 
industrial settlement could be interpreted as an 
opportunity to create a new landscape The project for the 
new landfill Fresh Kill in New York is an example of this 
where one of  the  most undesirable landscapess was 
able to generate a new contemporary  landscape. 
 
Fresh Kills by Field Operation, James Corner & 
Associatesd, New York. 
 
Many of Field Operations strategies for adaptation of the 
landfill have strong material basis, the presentation 
concentrates on material  
  

 
 
approaches that have to do with earth ; soils as a growing 
medium and earthwork as a means of creating a landform 
building during a period of 30 years according this 
programme. 
 
2008. :Mound scape. Engineering works. 
2011. :Field scape. Manufacturing soils and habitats. 
2014. :Open space. Initiating access and activity. 
2018. :Building spaces. The construction of the site.  
2028. :Event-scape. Diversifying  uses and ecological 
2038. :Life-scape. Growing new life. 
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